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r isof little Availto he 
the People---ſo long as the World continues 


7 2 


to be peſtered with Publications, which from tl 
ciouſneſs are but calculated to do the more. Hurt. 


a 4 0 „ 


ave. openly avowed th ir Sceptical Opinions ; and not 
contented with diveſting rhemſelves of all Religion, they, as 
far as in them lies---endeavour io Pervert others, and if 
ſüble make them ten Times Children of Satan 
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the Saviour of Yi World paſſed upon Mankind; and the 


the Remark.---It.is Time to lay the Axe to the Root, by 


ſtate the Remedy. 


Writers ; before they | have quite deſtroyed all Order i in ' om 
1 State And Government of their Country; 8 and deprived i its 


5 
and expect to receive from the Laws: With the Sentiments 
of that excellent Judge and very worthy Man, the late Sir 


of TT as 4 ; civil Offence againſt FR mY 
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* their Fruits ef ſhall know them---was oh J | Mart, at 


Evils we now experience moſt fully evince the Juſtneſs of 


pointing out the Sayree of ſo, much public Delinquency. 
We all ſee and lament the Dangers which are preſſing upon 


us ; it behoves us therefore to ieee their WY and 


rc . ES» + 


'T; o this End, 1 will venture to recommend the Confidern-t 
tion of an Act made i in the Reign of King 


peaceable [ohabitants « of that Security they are intitled N 0 


William, Blackſtone in his Commentarics upon the Laws 
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f e ſays ee Tudg ge, El > 
Chriſtianity! as a national Religion---is, abſtracted from''its 

own intrinſic Truth, of the utmoſt Conſequence to the 
civil State, which a ſingle Inſtance will ſufficiently demon- 8 


1 ſtrate. The Pellet of a tyre | State of Rewards and Puniſn- 
** CE „ 1 Fi ments; 3 


SS 


ments; che enterttteld bn daes offi moral Ada 
WG the suprerde Beibg 0 a Hirn "Perſuliic en that he 
ſuperintends, and will finally competifate*very ion. iu 
human Life, all which are clearly revealed in the Doctrines, * 
and foreibly inculcated by the Precepts of ou Satiour ; 
Chriſt. Theſe are the Foundation of- all judicial Oaths, 
Which call God to witnefs the Truth of theſe Facts, which 5 
ee may be only known to him and the Party atteſt: 
ing: All moral Evidence therefore, all Confidence in buman + 
Veracity, muſt be weakened by 4pofiacy;*and' overthrowit 
by total Infidelity. Wherefore, all Afronts to Chriſtianity, 
or Endeavors to depreciate its Efficacy in thoſe who have 
profeſſed it; are highly deſerving of Cenſyre. About 
W's e Cloſe of the laſt Century, the moſt "horrid Dodtrines, 1 
ſubverſive of all Religion, being publicly avowed, both in 
Diſcourſe and Writings; it was thought neceſſary ſor the 
Civil Power to interpoſe, by not admitting thoſe Mif- 
creants to the Privileges of Society, who maintained ſuch 
Principles as ee all moral Obligation. . 


To this End it was ended. 157 0 Stat. wh ho xoth of | 
William the Third: That if any Perſon educated in, o 
having made Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion ; ſhall by 
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the Chriſtian Religion to 1 true; a the Holy 6 geriptures 
to be of Divine Authority; he ſhall upon the firſt Offence 
be rendered incapable” to hold any Office, or Place of 
Truſt: And for the ſecond, be rendered incapable of 
bringing any Action, being Guardian, Executor, or Le- 
gatee, or Purchaſer of Lands -and ſhall ſuffer three 
Years Impriſonment without Bail. To give Room however 
for Repentance, if within four Months after the Con- 
viction the Delinquent will in open Court publicly re- 
nounce his Error —he i is diſcharged for aha once e from. all 
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Lox pong Jux 3, 1783. 
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N an Age ſo addicted to es che preſent, a vain Conceit 
=. of their own Learning and Ability ſo fully poſſeſſes the Generality 
of Mankind ; that the Preaching of the Goſpel becomes as it did to 
the Jews of old—a ſtumbling: Block, and a Rock of Offence to a Fri» 
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biged> to the loweſt Orders; every one endeavouring to outdo his 
Neighbour, in expenſive and faſhionable Follies Inſtruction ris A 
deſpiſe of the uſeful Kind to ſay no worſe of it: And: no ſooner are 

1 B Pe ; . 


pervades all Nanks, from the 


: * "i : 
-our Youth diſengaged from their Tross and Govxx gone-iban * 
make a Merit of diſcarding every good Precept they had received for 
their future Direction i in life.— They are ready, indeed, to adopt Solo- 
mon's Advice, when he fays—* Rejoice, O young Man, in thy 
1 youthP\and let oy Heart dheer ches i in . N 6f thy Ypath : 5 
« and walk in the Ways of thy Heart—and in the Sight of thine 
Eyes * but do not attend to the Sequel, which aſſures them, That 
«for all theſe Things, God will bring them into Judgment.” | 
—— — —¾I | 
There is a certain Boldneſs in Speaking and Aging univerſally 
diffuſed, which ſeeks to hold the Language of Independence ;—I had 
almoſt ſaid, of Defiance both on Society and the State. Every one 
does what is right in his own Eyes, regardleſs of the Miſchief which 
may follow ſich Indifcretion._<Great is the Influence of Example: 
more eſpecially of the depraved sort Such Men however care not for 
the Conſequences, nor caſt a Thought about them h ilſt the Evil is 
at a Diſtance: When they become firſt ſenſible of its EffeQs—it i ow 
| OT when Rn Wt ſuch ae om n not to 1 reliſted," - 
ade Diſpoſition any: be at to hs of 6 01 
eee him concerning his Brother Abel, Churliſhly replied, Am 
„I my Brother's Keeper?“ It is a ſelfiſn Conduct indeed but not 
more ſtrange than true. —!It is ſaying -I live to pleaſe myſelf — what 
| have I to do with others? If my: Courſe of Life does not meet with 
the World's Approbation, it gives me no Concern whether they Kore | 
by my Compaſs or not: My Maxim is — _ pad mill be i 
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1 i thus in public, as well as private Life: It Ae ie cee 


1 well as political Concerns: Forgetting whoſe we are whereof w ] 


are made; and remembering not that we are but duſt—We arropate a 
Right of Controuling our own Actions —as if we lived for Ourſelves; 


n eee for his e or ee | 
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Let duch evil 1 Difpofitions at all u Times end in Mind. as Man 


was formed for Society—and though raiſed as ſome may conſider 


themſelves | above the common Level :—We are all made for 
each other; there can be no Independence of the Community 
of which the moſt Exalted. weighs but as nothing in the great Scale 
of Beings. There is a Chain every Link united, produces that 
admirable Harmony and Agreement, which conſtitutes the Good of 


the whole: Break this Chain - we become diſunited—and Anarchy 


3 . ? f 
enſues. _ 
. 2 : 2 . 


| rt on let us recur. to 1 beautiful ee e ot the Agel 
who ſpeaks of the natural Body - not as one Member, but many. 


' ; 
. 
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« The Eye, ſays he, cannot ſay to the Hand, I have no Need of thee ; | 


nor. again, the Head to the Feet, I have no Need of you. — 37 


which we are to underſtand, that the World and its Inhabitants. con- 


ſtitute the Body with its Members: And to rightly diſcharge; our 
Duty to Society as good Citizens We are to be helpful and aſſiſting 


one to another; bearing in Mind what the Apoſtle further lays down 2 
It being nat only ſo, but much more: oſe Members of the Body 


hic ſeem more feeble are e And the Apoſtle St. 


| Peter exhorts the youn ger to ſubmit themſelves unto the elder ; 
= 66 yea ea, 
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0 © ) 
yea, 0 he—all of you be ſubject one to another=and bevloathed 


with Humility : For God refiſteth the Fu but . Grace 
Nee | Uh 910 


ae eee of Bades ies he cee. 
the Time; and a Petulance which exceeds all Precedent—fo as to aim 
at the Subverſion of every Kind of Subordination ; each ladividual 


A M ah: 
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Tho young People of each Sex, availing themſelves 8. FO in „ 
ample—Indolence—lInattention ; or it may be criminal Indulgence in 
their Parents, throw off the Submiſſion and Duty expected at their 
early Years : and by being introduced into Company, and expenſive 
Amuſements, they form Connections, and claim a Right of judging 
for themſelves in the moſt important Concerns of Life; which fre- 
_ quently lays the Foundation of their own Unhappineſs, before they are 
properly entered into it. The preſent may with the greateſt Pro- 
priety be called an age of Anticipation — as well as Refinement ; * 
overy one is before Hand, as it were with the Event. | 


The "RO Spirit of 8 Jefire a throw: off that neceſſary Obe- - : 
dience which the Law requires towards our Superiors and Governors; 
ſo eſſential to good Order poſſeſſes all Ranks. We ſee it daily is 
almoſt every Department of the State; in the Army and Navy: 
and though the Inſtances hitherto. are but Few—T am ſorry to add 
= —that ſome even of the Clergy, with more Precipitation than Difore- 
—— tion--have caught this levelling Spirit; and-haye attempted to ſet / up 


435 
ce Right of Niete ene Oppoſition ts een and Neg: 
g e HP tam silke, h | | 
An Aﬀe@ation of Sin en i * Iam Og a mote 
forcible Principle of Action than that of Conſcience. —Vanity, and a 
RO terprize in modern Adventurers—lead on to bold Under- 
s: And they are not to be told, that with a ſufficient Share of 
| ſe th and a ready Addreſs; they are Certain to draw after them in 
this Novelty—ſeeking Age—the Curious and Inquifitive : And by theſe 
Means, though they cauſe a Schiſm in the Church by aſſuming the 
Appearance of Candour—and Martyrs to their Principles ; the Injudi- 
cious World which looks no further—is uſually on their Side: But 
Men who form their Opinions with more Caution, will be apt to de- 
termine on mae n th Motrues HO .. oa: 1 Arr. 


: 7 / 


1. 


a is ents aid, that moſt Men have two Reaſons for 880 they 


do: One for Themſelves and another for the World. This may be 
applied with ſome Truth to thoſe of our Brethren, who have with 


drawn themſelves from the Eſtabliſhed Church : At leaſt we may judge 


dee thoſs who attract the Attention of the Public, by ſetting up as 


 _— e own Conſcience ; _ without e the Peace of 
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| entatiouſly publiſhing their Reaſons | 
for ſo debit of filently retiring, under a Perſuaſion of having 


_ _ . 
„ rg res 
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4.6 ) 
+ That ſuch has been the Cond 2 of chin Deferiptinn of em, Thee! 


not mention in this Place. And indeed it is well known that the 


principal Leader in this Schiſm—as a Proof of his Sincerity, and Diſ- 
intereſtedneſs—is ſo far from being a Sufferer by the Sacrifice'he has 


made of his Preferment; He is become, though with ol emo 


himſelf ; a very conſiderable Gainer by the Exchange. —T 
nuous Piece of Craft has been ſo often practiſed open PR Public in 
different Situations of Life—that I much wonder the Debgn is not 
better ſeen through ; and inſtead of meeting wich either Ss 


or Lois. it is not treated wenn the en dee 


> wh 


4 
* 


This is 3 ** 1 FRE no eee Piture of * 


Times. There is a wonderſul Impatience of Controul, diſperſed over 


the whole of our Prefent manners; and nothing has wichſtood the 
Influence of Refinement and Indolence.— All is Hurry and Diſſipation; 
to fly from Reaſon and Reflection —and to run from one Extreme of 


| faſhionable Folly to another—is to be happy in the preſent Notion 


of Happineſs..—All ſober Seriouſneſs is baniſhed : And though. every 
one ſecs, and laments the Evil; Vet no one ſteps forward to ſtop its 


Career. In private Life, there are very few found Confident enough 
to reprehend the moſt flagitious Acts; and in public, there is to 


| en. Many of eee eee Vinlong and the ines 


It was an Obſervation of, a Celtbraced: 4 Philoſopher, thes when Reakies 
is againſt a Man; a Man will be againſt Reaſon. It is indeed for the 
Lagereſt of ſuch a Man to Giſcregit a Princi ple, which tends to diſ— 


credit: 


try 


bh erbdia 1 am not ſingular, when take: upon me to afſert—that 
tho very great Profligacy'i in the lower Claſs of People, which has been 
| produdlive of ſo much Miſchief of late; and has juſtly filled the Minds 

of the Sober ind Thinking Part of the Community, with the moſt 
melancholy Apprehenſions for their Safety i in Future: Ariſts, or is 
much encreaſed by the Example they receive from their Superiors ; and 

the Oe OE FOO wn Reli ag: COT I in Polite Life. 


dd it cannot be otherwife expected, wh it is enfllecad-+-that 


with ſach ſuperior Advantages of Education and Inſtruction; they are 
not aſhamed—but glory in the Commiſſion of every Species of Vice 
and Immorality, to which their Inclinations lead them—as would 
diſgrace the very Outcaſts of Society —inſtead of Checking the firſt 


Tendency towards it. 

Happy would it be for themſelves, for their Friends, and for the 
world—if they would ſometimes ſuffer Reflection to take Place; which 
will obtrude itſelf upon the moſt Profligate, in Spite of their Endeayours 


to check its firſt Motions. It muſt indeed be Matter of Surptiſe to 
every conſiderate Perſon — to hear a Man of Education, and in other 
Reſpects of good Underſtanding—hoid bimſelf not accountable for his 


Actions: Who muſt know—that he is Accountable—not to God only ; 
but to Society, and the State in which he lives—for every Inſtance of 


miſcondut—whether it is of a public—or private Nature: Inaſmuch 
as from the Influence of ſuch Exam ples—all the Evils originate—which 


befall the Community: And which, all but the Vicious and Aban- 


1 wu mack. Sorrow lament... 


doned deprecate z=-a 


That 
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That Spirit of Diſſipation, which in our Superiors appears under 
the Denomination of Pleaſure; and it may be in Some, without any 
real Intention to ds Hurt: Will in the Inferior Claſs of People, who 
muſt miſpend their Time and Money in following ſuch Purſuits; 
break out jn the moſt dreadſul Diſorders, and in evety nn of 
| TE e and Hurtful to the nnen | 


The ſame Irregularities committed in the Houſes of the Great—are 
Imitated ; if not exceeded, by the loweſt Sort, i in Places of abandoned 
Reception: The Difference of Place, makes no Difference in the 
Actions committed, they having the ſame evil Tendency a Corrup- 

tion of Morals in the higher Ranks, and the Diſorders incident to the 
Community, in Conſequence of ſuch Examples—in the lower, 


* The melancholy State of this County (Suffolk) and I may fay, 
of almoſt every County—the whole Kingdom at large upon the late 
Circuit; Calls for very ſerious Reflection, upon that general Depravity 
and Licentiouſneſs—which every where abound ; and for the greateſt 
Exertion to ſtop the gee of the Evil, e ut | pa too alarm- 
ing to be done and 


The Clergy in their ref dende POS I Oe Dandy) whole 
Power as Magiſtrates enables them to act with Effect are more parti- 
_ called __ at this aan every Motive Tow on. 


33-7 


* 1 e ee e eee, 8 received 
fentence of death : And at Exeter it appears from the public prints—that no leſs than ſeventy= 
noe Epc FE CO RO ries IRONS: "= 


and 


420 the public Safety, to promote to the utmoſt, a Reforraatin of 
 Manners—where they by their Example and Authorfty Can or 
Onght to have weight, For my o- n Part, next to the Influence 
of bad Example; T have ever conſidered, that much Miſchief 
reſalts to che Community, from the Number of Inferior and diſte- 
putable public Houſes ; which firſt corrupt the Minds of the Poor 
refotting © to then,” by the bad Company they meet: And by Degrees 
lead them on to idle Habits :—Diftreſs follows—and they either 
betake themſelves to Hl Courſes, to ſupply their Extravagance and 
Wants; or become Chargeable to their reſpective Pariſhes : In either 
Caſe the public ſuffer more than the Revenue, or Family holding fuch 
Licence is benefitted: But in my Judgment neither the one, nor 
the other ooght to have the leaſt Weight; where the Welfare of the 
pn. is / placed i in "the bt en One" 12 | * 
The Viſa at this ir 1 am very much afraid is too * gone to 
admit of a Cure: And that however attentive the Clergy may be to the 
Duty of Inſtruction, they can have little Hopes of combating the Pre- 
judices and Patton of thoſe whom Pride and vain Conceit of their own | 
Superiority in Kno 
and Debauched : More eſpecially when it is conſidered that People of 
theſe Deſcriptions, whether in the highet Station or in the loweſt, 
do not attend the Service of the Church :.. As every one that 'doetly 
« Evil, hateth the Libs neither _— to oth . his Deeds 
4 mou be © 2 F 0 | "00-0 
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This is Matter of very ſerious Concern, and unleſs we can gain the 
Amen of the higher Ranks ; no Hopes of any Reformation can be 
. en, 


wiedge have Etazet; Or of reclaiming the Vicious ; 
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expected: For where the Fountain is corrupt, the Streams which 
flow from. it will of Courſe; be tainted with its malignant Qualities, / 
This Irreligious Diſpoſition—the Offspring of Pride as well as Profi- 
gacy r is much Encouraged by Publications diſgraceful to a civilized | 
Country: And it is unpardonable, that Men profeſſing Chriſtianity, | 
ſhould be at Liberty to propagate Doctrines ſubverſive of all | Morality, 
and deſtructive to the Community by breaking thoſe. Ties which ae 

ſo neceſſary; and already, too weak | to Ann, Mankind r che 
Bounds of DOVE. Tt 
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PORT 105 x 
"I vain are ihe 1 Enforced (Hp thols daring Criminals which 1351 
diſturb the order of Society — and prey upon the Property of other 
People; ſo long as they receive Encouragement from ſuch Reprehen- | 
fible Publications—and the. ill Example of thoſe in Polite. Life; 
many of whom—I ſpeak it to their Shame. Live as without a God 
<, in the World. Numberlefs of theſe ill-fated Wretches are brought 
to an untimely. End—ſolely by the Example of Immorality, and 
Irreligious Prophanation of the Sabbath which they receive from their 5 
Superiors—hoſe Situation and Affluence, exempt them indeed from 
the Temptation of committing the Crna, hex luſfer for: But mas | 
e, and Education __ „ . 
. Euen from worldly confileratione, 1 1056 . : 5 

Gone indue chem to act otherwiſe.) B 
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it is, to ſuch a Pitch of Fn and ca is the World arrived ;- 
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ve have but one Adenten diy dn ebe b es catllrogy in 


the leaſt to reclaim! the diſſipated in high Life: And that is "Regard 


to itbeir own Perſonal Safety.—For laudable as may be the Endeavours 
of a modern Writer; the Author of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, to bring Diſcredit upon the Scriptures : He has not yet pointed. 


out, any other Means, by which the Morals of the lower Claſs may be 
ended ;- ſo that his - Admirers- in the polite Cirtles, may enjoy 


. wealth - their Pleaſures, and TRIX AMIABLE VIcESs #—— | 


free from the Intruſion of others; who, equally Edified by his Doc- 


tines, and the Example they receive! in Conſequence; and full as well 


, 2 me inform rt WhO ers bardyenough Mee hte beehren owe 


_—_— enjoy ths! We fondle Purſuits, but not having he 


5 1 4 ne Ee AO K | 
Til this is accompliſhed his ardent Thitf after Fame—however 
cannot be compleatly gratified. In the mean Time—let 
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. dangerous to 8 nety—at ik 3 daten from the various Wins 3 
n ee ee upon the Scriptures: That the ſame Scrip- 2 
is Hiſtory Rites Sedu/77or a hf dall Wink "That Tay not pear J 7 
| to have miſ-ſtated this Ria e PINS 6 THEY | = 
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moſt amiable Weakneſſes of human Nature; fince the Defeription Kore aun 


not only to the brutal Violence which compelled; but even to the Gentle Sedution which 


uten mann Age of Twenty-five, to kave the Houſe of 
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' tures, which inculcate the Belief of i State: of Retribution hveuſiat' by 
denouncing Puniſhment to Evil-doert—are Mens beſt Security in the 
preſent Life © It bong: e wen, e 80 have not | 
RE Wii 1 
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= & 37 LG * | , 
aan this Stawblicg Block, and ap who ny the Riches: of 
this World but are not rich towards God; will ſoon have abundant 
+ Reaſon to lament the Torrent of Anarchy which witt ſuceeed Order 
and good Government : For it is an unqueſtionable Truth—that when 
- once the Perſuaſion of a future State is done away Adieu to Property 
9 to all Security of life and every Thing that is Dear and Valu- 
able in this World: Ropes and Bayohets wt bare no Terror to Minds 
overcome of Evil: No Law will reſtrain them when _ their rear 
AS TO FUTURITY are removed. 
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| In vain therefore ſhall-we Took for Security in our Perſons and Pros 
perty—And in vain ſhall we hope for a Reformation in the Manners | 
and Morals of the lower Claſfes of Mankind—ſo long as they are Com- 
taminated by the baneful Influence of Luxury, Iotemperande; Gut- 
ing, and Irreligion, they receive from their Superiors hom they are 
induced to Imitate, from a Perſuafion—a very fooliſb One—that they 
 -know better than themſelves; A Perſuaſion—fatal for them, which 
has brought Numbers to an Ignominious End in the preſent life; 


and we may fear has been the Occaſion of: many wee . 
ini the Life which is to come. 


A 4 oy , 
; y Ne 
ol «x * * 
8 8 a ak OT ; 
of « , K = - = PERLA #-% * 
» « 4 * « 
— 1 n 
; 4 


Cons 7” I 7 3 1 
The Sitdation of this country, juſt etterged Lets the Dangers 55 a 
| Calamitous War with Numerous and powerful Enemies; but not at 
Peace within Ourſel ves is ſufficiently alarming.— The Hand of Hea- 
ven is viſibly upon us: Yet nothing ſhort of a divine Vifitation—a Na- 
tional Judgment at our Dovre—will, I fear, open our Eyes to Con: 
Vicrion—reelaim us and awaken us to Repentance and Amendment 
of life. Will not the fad Experience of others, as well as our own pa. 
and Preſent Sufferings, prove ſufficient Warning to fin no more—" | 
4 Jeſt a worſe Thing happen unto us?” Muſt the Infidelity and Hard- 
Heſs of out Hearts; exreed all Example Like Pharoah, who not 
convinced by Ten ſucceſſive Judgments -was with his whole Army 
deſtroyed by another, —And ſhall we, with all our boaſted Wiſdom, 
with” all the Advatitages' derived from Hiſtory, Philoſophy, and Reli- 
gion, at this remote and improved Period; be mere Inſenſible and Har- 
dened ta Calamity. than this Infatuated and Unenlightened Idolater. 
| ſome thouſand Years ago! Are theſe the Fruits of Scepticiſm, and 
Irreligion—the Refalt of ſuch deteſtable Publications as would diſ- 
grace ever Pagats Fut ſhould Such Writers attempt to controvert. | : 
tlie Reality of theſe Events we read in Sacred Hiſtery; with a View = F 
to Qdeſtioning the Diſpenſations of Almighty Power - which Some | 4 
Have even dared to do; let them take Shame to themſelres and ſes If 
_ Whether we have not Experienced, and do not now Experience ſuſſi- 2 
citft to convince the Scoffers'of the Age=that- the Kenn of "oo Lord 
| is not Nackened—thit he cannot execute? —. 


Tü diadge A of Natire i in different Parts of the World; 4 1 
th e dreadful Hurricades at Jamalca, and in other of four Weſt-Inidi | 
nds: The 9 and Unparallelled Sufferings at Sea—ſo fatal to our 
E. | | "mM DE £ 
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| Nas avy ; ; fucha 25-n0 o Hiſtory records happeniog to any Nation be e, 
n Wien their Cenſequence numberleſs Families in, the Loſs of Relas 
tions our Countrymen;: Notwithſtanding—theſe Calamities, great as 
they are, have wrought no ae k with us; and though Fhouſands 
fall beſide us and Tens of Thouſands at our Right Hand, yet we are not 
at all chad. and no Alteration enſues in our Conduct towards, of- 
ended Heaven,; It is treated as the Wonder of a Day and is. as Lon, 
forgotten —as if a Sparrow died. We have however no Promiſe of 
Exemption or Security from the like Calamities; the Evil may be at 
| our very Door; and Perchance we may become the next Sufferets in 
1 Nan Viſitation... | | e 5 9 
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The recent . Calamity i in Sicily and 4 Calabria—ſo 4 in elfen 

& very terrible in its Conſequences probably will be accounted for, 
as proceeding from natural Cauſes,; and by Ph:/ofo phypng—may be ex - 
plained away. — God forbid, I ſhould preſumptuouſly aſcribe it to the 
. peculiar Wickedneſs of that People, ſince the Divine Saviour himſelf, 
. in a ſimilar Inſtance, checked the over forward Zeal of his own Diſ- 
| .ciples : . Suppoſe ye, ſays he, that theſe Galileans were Sinners 
g above all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered theſe Things? I tell 
you, nay; yet we ought not Faſtidiouſly to pronounce it other- 
| wie, as by fo doing, we diſarm the Almighty of the juſt Prerogative 
he claims to himſelf, of puniſhing a finful World; when the Wen 
* of its Inhabitants make it ripe for %% rn Rt 


A Tz 


In this ſenſual * and Nation, chere i is every Thing to be appre- 
'bended ; But J Apcſtion much, whether the Pride of Scepticiſm you 
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believe Ourſelves: to be within the Poſſibility of Deſtruftion; till the Rain 

has actually overtaken us: or, as in the D. t Noah, they wete 

ö 6 eating and drinking marryingl and gig ing in Marriage; until the 
iy Noah entered into the Ark, and knew not until he Flood dee 


Ties and dies them away., 5 10 1% ik 97 445 33 f gi EY | 
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| Thus the Hi of a | Soeptical Ade willing. to attribute theſe 
| aſtoniſhing Events, to any Thing rather than to the Cauſe which i is moſt 
obvious, and ſhould firſt ſtrike them; will aſcribe Calamities of ſuch 
Magnitude to the Temperature of the Air—to Climate—or even to 
Cbance itſelf; not ſuffering; the Intervention of the Deity, by the 
| Agency of ſecond Cauſes, ta be at all concerned in bringing about the 
| Deſigns of his. Providence, in the Puniſhment of Sinners ; in this Re- 
ſpect exceeding even Pharoah for Hardneſs of Heart; Who, when he 
aw the Thunderings and Hail-—faid unto Moſes: be Entreat the Lord, 
| for it is enough; or reflecting that the Deity by the Mouth of 
| his Prophet Ezekiel, hath declared ; % When the Land finneth, by 
1. treſpaſſing very grieyouſly, then will I ſtretch out mine Hand upon 
ir 5 . it, and will break the Staff of the Bread thereof, and will fene i 
6. Famine: upon K. and will cut off Man and Beaſt from it: How p E- 


| * much more, ſays he, when God ſhall ſend his F our ſore Judg- 2 
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